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Letter from Nancy

Dear All,
| hope you are all feeling the joy of spring.

Last year | was given a secondhand
greenhouse and it has been a wonderfully
quiet place to go and pray. Over winter | have
done far more praying than planting in there!

However, early spring is the time to plant seeds and I've reflected on how
something as small and insignificant as a seed, after being buried under the
soil, will sprout with new life of such glorious abundance.

So much of God’s creative action in our lives is like a seed. When something is
finished, buried, or ended we are left with a time of uncertainty. A confusing
time of waiting and wandering, where we can’t see the way and we are forced
to be patient, then something new and different emerges which is full of
goodness and abundance of new life. This three-fold pattern of orientation and
stability, moving to disorientation and disruption, and finally reorientation and
newness can be seen in our life stories.

It is of course the Easter Story: death, tomb and resurrection. Christ shows us
the way to newness of life is through the tomb. Without the cross there would
be no resurrection, the way to Easter joy and hope is through Good Friday.

So, when life gets difficult and it feels as
if you are losing or being pushed under,
pray and reflect that maybe, like a seed,
God is planting you and the promise of

@ Easter is that the best is yet to come!
Easter Blessings,

Rev Nancy x



The story of Easter

Brian Reader comments on the front cover

There are many ways to depict Easter and Ann has
chosen a picture of a very austere wooden cross with
the crown of thorns.

Some Christians, including my wife Jean, find that Easter, with the story of the
Crucifixion, to be quite a harrowing time. That is not surprising as the Romans
meant this painful form of execution to be, not just a way to rid them of
offenders, but also to be a warning to all.

The story of Easter is well known, but many chose not to understand, nor
accept its true significance in all our lives. Why did Jesus have to die?

At the beginning, God created Adam and Eve to look after this beautiful world.
He gave them everything they needed, and He also gave them free will, but
they chose to disobey the instructions that God had given them. They
succumbed to sin, tried to hide from Him, and for this act God cast them from
the garden.

There is evidence in the Bible of how God tried to teach mankind about the
way He wanted them to live, and to get them to obey His laws. He sought a
relationship with His people, and He sent them prophets and leaders to explain
the life they should lead. They were given commandments and a temple where
sacrifices of animals could be made to atone for their sins.

Eventually, God sent His own Son Jesus Christ to show by His work and teaching
what God was like, and how He longed for his people to be holy. Jesus was
recognised by many to be a good man of God, and the
disciples slowly realised that He was indeed the Son of
God. Yet some saw Him as a threat to their way of life
and wanted to kill Him. Jesus allowed himself to be put
to death, because through this act of sacrificial love, He
assumed the guilt of all of us and His death paid our
"7 penalty.



But Easter is not just about the Crucifixion; it is also about the wonderful
Resurrection, when Jesus arose from the dead to enable eternal life to be
available for all who believe in Him, and then follow His teachings.

Easter is in the middle of spring, and our Easter picture also includes bunches
of yellow daffodils which reminds us of summer to come. So it is with
certainty that | can wish you all a “Happy Easter”, as Jesus’ love on the Cross
has enabled as all to return to a loving relationship with God, as was always
His attention.

* %

Coming soon — the Annual Church Meetings & Elections

This year our Annual Parochial Church meeting (APCM) will be held in St
Oswald’s on 23™ April after the 10.30 am service.

The meeting It will be
preceded by a short Meeting
of Parishioners at which the
Churchwardens are appointed
for the coming year.

We are always looking for new
PCC members, so please come
forward if you are interested.

This year we will also be
appointing three new
members as our
representatives on the
Macclesfield Deanery Synod,
on a three-year cycle.

The treasurer made Hhe most of his



_ "L~ " ™ Notes from ‘The Counting House’
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Finance report from our Treasurer Richard
Raymond

As | write this, we are approaching the end of Lent
with the glories of Easter in sight. A very big
Thank You to everyone who has contributed to the
Lent Thanksgiving Appeal. There have been some
very generous donations and | am sure that the sum raised will be significant.

A full report on our finances will be delivered at the Annual Parish Church
Meeting to be held on 23 April.  This will comment on the figures for 2022
and will give an indication of my forecast for 2023.

For a number of years St Oswald’s has been signed up to two fundraising
initiatives:

These are Easyfundraising (https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk) and
The Giving Machine (https://www.thegivingmachine.co.uk).

Both these organisations work in a similar fashion. You and me, as
consumers using the internet to purchase goods, sign up with them. When
we go on certain sites to buy products, we are given the opportunity to ask
that a donation from our purchase goes to the charity of our choice — hopefully
St Oswald’s!! It is very simple and very un-threatening and benefits the
church.  Why not have a look at the two sites? Next month | will detail a
little bit more about the schemes.

Again, a reminder that our bank account name is ‘The Anglican Parish of
Bollington PCC’.  Our account number is 39536416 and the sort code is 01-
05-41. If anyone wishes to talk to me in private about any sort of donation, |
am happy to be contacted.



Praise and Play - all mums & tots welcome!

By Christine Osbaldiston

Tuesday mornings in St
Oswald’s Church are filled
with the sound of toddlers
having fun.

Our Praise and Play Group
for babies and toddlers
meet every Tuesday during
term time 9.30 to 11.30am.

During the morning the
children are free to play with
the many toys available,
perhaps dress up as Spider
Man or Cinderella.

There is a craft table at
which the children and also
parents/carers can show off
their artistic skills.

So far this term we have

celebrated Chinese New Year by making Chinese Lanterns, decorated biscuits,
made sheep out of paper plates and listened to the story of the lost sheep. For
Mothers’ day, cards were made and also a variety of paper flowers.

A snack is provided for the children and coffee and biscuits for the adults. The
session finishes with the singing of Nursery Rhymes (Rev Nancy now knows all
these) a short bible story and a prayer.

If you have babies or toddlers and would like to meet other parents/carers
come along on a Tuesday morning, a warm welcome awaits.



‘Stainer’s Crucifixion’ for Good Friday

Our service on Good Friday at 2.00pm will include ‘The Crucifixion’ by
John Stainer, sung by the Capriccio Vocal Ensemble & Friends.

By Cherry Smith

Many of us who have sung in Church Choirs over the years will have sung in a
performance of ‘Stainer’s Crucifixion’* on Good Friday. When | first sang it, it
was part of a three-hour mid-day service! In those days, it was very popular
but it seems to have dropped out of favour recently.

Let me commend it to you!

‘The Crucifixion’ is set for tenor and bass soloists and four-part Chorus. The
assumption is that it will be accompanied by a pipe organ. A pipe organ is able
to express the most intimate and moving of emotions as well as thunderous
outbursts so powerful they can shake the foundations of the building.

The Crucifixion’ has both - so it is appropriate that it should be accompanied
by a pipe organ rather than a piano. We have an excellent pipe organ that will
be tested to its limits!

It has exquisitely tender movements such as ‘The Agony’ when Jesus sadly
rebukes the disciples for falling asleep three times instead of keeping watch
with him while he prayed in the Garden of Gethsemene before his betrayal.
We, the Chorus, sympathise with him — perhaps we would not have let him
down. It’s easy to be wise after the event.

The Processional to Calvary when Jesus is led away to be crucified begins with
a quietly thoughtful organ solo which gradually develops into a triumphant
outburst joined fortissimo by the Chorus. If you have ever sung or heard ‘The
Crucifixion’, you can never forget the powerful impact of ‘Fling Wide the
Gates'!

Then there’s the sublime and deeply moving anthem ‘God so loved the world’
which is sung unaccompanied and is the one Movement that is still performed
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by many a Choir especially around Easter time. It is a setting of two verses from
the Gospel according to John (Chapter 3 verses 16-17) which explain God'’s
unconditional love for his creation.

This is followed by a tender Tenor and Bass duet which could be accused of
being sentimental but the music draws the listener in as it explores the
meaning of God’s forgiveness.

John Stainer was well respected in his day. As
well as being a composer, he held the
prestigious position of organist at St. Paul’s
Cathedral from 1872 to 1888. He was
Professor of Music at Oxford University from
1889 until his early death in 1901. He received
a knighthood from Queen Victoria in 1888 in
recognition of his services to British music.

So why has ‘The Crucifixion’ fallen out of
favour? It has been sneered at by high-brow
music critics as being trivial and sentimental.
True, the music is neither difficult to perform
nor to listen to, but it was never meant to be
in the same category as Bach’s St. Matthew or St. John Passions. Stainer
intended it to be within the scope of most Parish Church Choirs! It was first
performed in 1887 in St. Marylebone Church in London and the work was
dedicated to its organist.

The libretto, by Rev.W.J.Sparrow Simpson, has been derided as being overly
sentimental and ‘Victorian’, yet it manages seamlessly to combine passages
from Scripture with his own poetry to tell the story with sympathetic devotion.

| believe it suits its purpose and is as relevant today as when it was first
performed. Why not draw your own conclusions?

*The Crucifixion: A Meditation on the Sacred Passion of the Holy
Redeemer by Sir John Stainer. Words selected and written by the Reverend
J. Sparrow-Simpson, MA.



The story behind the story of Ben Hur

There is a story to be told of the writing of Ben Hur, the book that became
the 1959 block-buster film featuring Charlton Heston.

It was written in 1880 by Lew Wallace, an American lawyer, Union general
during the Civil War, and then governor of the New Mexico Territory. (His
statue still stands today on Washington’s Capitol Hill).

Wallace had told his wife that he intended to examine the New Testament,
and then write a book that would explode what he called “the myth of
Christ’s resurrection”. Wisely, his Christian wife did not argue with him, but
simply prayed.

‘ F‘!
2l

xtc g e The months passed, and Wallace read and reread
the New Testament, and wrote and rewrote his
draft chapters. Finally, he confided to his wife that
he could not refute the resurrection of Christ, and

that therefore his book would not be written.

i

SR Wallace's wife disagreed. She persuaded him to
WILLIAI

i WYLER write his book, but from a new and different
mﬂmﬁw}{s standpoint altogether. ‘Ben Hur - a tale of the
5, BB o Christ’ was the result. It is the story of a high-born

Jewish man who is taken prisoner by the Romans,
who encounters Jesus, and whose life is gradually transformed. Oh, and there
is a battle at sea and a chariot race in the story as well!

In the past 143 years since it was written, ‘Ben Hur - a tale of the Christ’ has
never been out of print.

* %k

Good to remember...

All the armies that ever marched, and all the navies that ever were built, and
all the parliaments that ever sat, and all the kings that ever reigned, put
together, have not affected the life of mankind on this earth as powerfully as
has that one solitary life. — James Allan Francis
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Spiritual Disciplines — the power of Confession

We continue our series on the spiritual disciplines that help us to grow and
deepen our faith. It will run throughout this year.

This month we are looking at the practice of confession. ‘If we confess our sins,
he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all
unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9). Confession enables us to enter fully into God’s
grace, as we are assured of forgiveness for our sin and shame.

It is the death and resurrection of Jesus that makes this a reality. On the cross
he bore our sin in himself to put us right with God: ‘God made him who had no
sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God.’
(2 Cor. 5:21).

In ‘Celebration of Discipline’, Richard Foster describes three aspects of
confession:

Be Specific: It's easy to say, ‘God, please forgive me because | sinned
today,’ rather than, ‘God, | spoke angrily today... please forgive me.’

Be Sorrowful: Confession is not primarily about feelings about sin, but having
a deep regret at having offended the Father’s heart.

Be Determined to Avoid Sin: Confession gives us a yearning for a holy life
and avoiding sin. It is the will to be delivered from sin that we seek. This is a
gift, as it can only be done in God’s strength, not ours.

Some practical tips: Make confession part of our regular prayer time, using
the pattern ACTS (Adoration, Confession, Thanksgiving and Supplication).

Reflect on what you need to confess, asking God to speak into the situation
and then pray with a trusted friend. Write down those things that are making
you feel guilty, pray and then tear the paper up into pieces. This is a physical
reminder of the sin being taken away.

‘At the heart of God is the desire to give and to forgive.’ (Richard Foster)
11



All in the month of ... April

It was:

150 years ago, on 4" April 1873 that the Kennel Club was founded in London.
It oversees dog shows across the country and operates Britain’s national
register of pedigree dogs.

90 years ago, on 3™ April 1933 that the first flight over Mount Everest took
place with British pilots the Marquis of Clydesdale and Donald Mclntyre.

80 years ago, on 30™ April 1943 that the Bergen-Belsen concentration camp
was established in Germany. Tens of thousands of people died there.

75 years ago, on 7" April 1948 that the World Health Organization (WHO) was
founded in Geneva, Switzerland as a specialist agency of the United Nations.

70 years ago, on 16™ April 1953 that Queen Elizabeth Il launched the Royal
Yacht Britannia. It was decommissioned in 1997.

50 years ago, on 4" April 1973 that the World Trade Centre in New York City
was officially opened. It was destroyed in the 9/11 terrorist attacks in 2001.

30 years ago, on 22" April 1993 that Stephen Lawrence, an 18-year-old British
teenager, was murdered in a racially motivated attack in London.

30 years ago, on 29™ April 1993 that Queen Elizabeth Il announced that
Buckingham Palace would open to the public for the first time, to raise funds
to repair fire damage at Windsor Castle.

25 years ago, on 10" April 1998 that the Good Friday Agreement was signed in
Northern Ireland.

20 years ago, on 14™ April 2003 that the Human Genome Project was

successfully completed, with over 99% of the human genome sequenced and
mapped, including all of the genes.

12



Book of Remembrance for April

2nd
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
7th
7th
7th
8th
11th
13th
13th
13th
18th
18th
18th
19th
21
21
22nd
23
24th
24th
29th
30th

Cyril Chadwick

Barbara Blower

Richard Henry Lea
Thomas Cumberbirch
Alan Poulson

Dennis Goodwin

Brenda Whitehurst

Alice Edna Hooley
Alfred Leonard Robinson
Sarah Platt

Frank Skirvin

Peter Brookes

Elsie Wilcox

Baby Daniel Michael Green
Harold Hough

Henry Farron Hyde
George Brown

Fred Wrigley

Karen Whyte

Margaret Bowden
William Henry Frederick Hutter
Edward Ball

Betty King

Eric Gottlieb

Rowson William Hooley

Burial of Ashes in March:

2nd
23rd
25th

William Patrick Evans
Edna Kathleen Madeley
Ronald Frederick Clark

Good to remember
Our friends bring us to the grave and leave us there, but God will not.

Man's way leads to a hopeless end - God's way leads to an endless hope.

Would you like to include
the name of a departed
loved one? An entry costs
£10. Please contact Ann
Stringer on 01625 574325
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Meet our advertisers

Please continue to support our
advertisers this year, if you can.

If you would like to advertise, please
contact anne@parishpump.co.uk
3k 3k 3k 3k 3k 5k 3k 5k 3k 5k 3k 5k sk 5k 3k 5k %k ok

BARROW’S

High Class Butchers
1 Henshall Road Bollington
01625 572110

BOLLINGTON JOINERY LTD

Bespoke Joinery Manufacturer
www.bollingtonjoinery.co.uk
01625 572128

Unit 2, Rainow Mill, Ingersley Vale
Bollington SK10 5BP

Bollington Maintenance
Fitted kitchens,

Bathrooms, Tiling

All types of Central Heating

& Plumbing
Gas Safe Reg no. 9586

01625 572092

57 Southwest Ave, Bollington

CBS Windows Ltd
Macclesfield
Specialists in windows, doors,
porches, conservatories
Glass cutting service

01625 615888

M. Chadwick

News & Local Lottery Agent
70 Palmerston St Bollington
01625 572306

Home delivery of newspapers
& magazines — 7 days a week

Clewley Carpets
Suppliers & Fitters of
Floor Coverings
0Old Council Yard,
Wellington Rd, Bollingto
01625 572891

clewleycarpets@gmail.com

The Coffee Tavern

Coffee - Lunches - Teas
Shrigley Rd, Pott Shrigley
Open every day 10am - 6pm
(Except Tuesdays)

01625 576370
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] Drabble & Son

Builders & Contractors

Repairs, Pointing, Extensions
6 Charter Rd. Bollington

01625 575479

Michael HART

Chartered Surveyors
Land & Estate Agents
Auctioneers & Valuers

All types of surveys & valuations

01625 575578

2 Henshall Road, Bollington
andrew@michael-hart.co.uk

J]J] Heathcote Ltd
Family Butchers

39a Palmerston St
Bollington

01625 572202
or 01625 573172

HOOLEY, WATSON
& BUCKLEY

Funeral Directors

24 Hour Service Pre-Paid Plans
7 - 9 James St Macclesfield SK11 8BP

01625 422734

S Jackson & Son

FORD SALES & SERVICE
Wilmslow Rd Garage, Butley

01625 829248

J Kirk & Co

Coal, smokeless fuels,
kindling, logs

Approved Coal Merchant Diploma
Bay Tree House, Hedgerow SK10 5DA

01625573131

Jeremy Unsworth
Funeral Services
Independent Family Service
Traditional & alternative funerals
24-hour service Pre-paid plans
Monumental masonry

Valerie House 39 Palmerston St
Bollington SK10 5PX

01625 560078

MARIE ANN
HAIRDRESSER

9 Grimshaw Lane Bollington
01625 572495
07063 252898
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West Bollington The Wild Gardener
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Albert R Slack Ltd & JW Brocklehurst Ltd
Funeral Directors & Monumental Masons
Independent Family Businesses Since 1853
A safe and simple way to secure peace of mind.
@ Albert R Slack Ltd, Wilmslow JW Brocklehurst, Prestbury

01625 525063 01625 829232
= www.cheshirefunerals.co.uk
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Quality Dry Cleaners

Tytherington

Service washes, duvets, ironing, shirts,
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>®7?-@,/1&

A+-2+6('G(1*-&("(53' H#' ID@@KL

M+&("'N05:-&"<'B%%"#.(5
AAAB2,@1//,2345B;87?C
!uu#$o/o$&l(!) %

The Poachers

Inn

D?/;<&>&AEA4/ |=&-AKT2
245E4F&F2,78
G./ H5,&"$BISBIIL%BIB! &
+13+2/&"$BISBIIIB! HIB! &
)%&K/=4527 A8REF /=3 /&
(&)%) "&'$( %

Open 7 days a week
01625 423556

J. W. STRINGER

General contractor
Excavation work, driveways,
stone roofs, stone masonry &
dry-stone walling specialist

07951 729474

Vikings
(formerly the Paint Pot)
Your local independent
DIY supplier
Tytherington Shopping Centre

01625 426035
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ATS Cycles

Bollington-based
cycle mechanic

Adam Sebes
07712 042278

facebook.com/atscycles

adam@atscycles.co.uk
I

Suzanne Wainwright
Garden Services

Lawns, hedges &
general maintenance

07788 432142

Suzanne-
wainwright@hotmail.co.uk

ASfS ANDREW SMITH
FUNERAL SERVICES

Your Local Independent Funeral Director

24hr Personal Care & Attention

Bespoke & Tailored Funerals
Simple Funerals

Pre-Paid Funeral Plans

Recommended by the Good Funeral
Guide and Natural Death Centre

g Golden Charter

01625 433 853

asfs-macclesfield.co.uk

Park Green House, 82 Sunderland Street, Macclesfield, Cheshire SK11 6HN
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LEGACY

FUNERAL CARE

Ruth Healey MBIE, Dip FD
Your Local Independent Funeral Director
with over 20 years of experience

Here for you 7 days a week, 24 hours a day

Bespoke and Tailored Funerals,
Simple Funerals or Direct Cremations
Pre-payment Funeral Plans
01625 869999

154 Hurdsfield Road, Macclesfield, Cheshire, SK10 2PY
ruth.healey@legacyfuneralcare.co.uk

Bollington Church News — how to contact us
Tel: 07895 363038 / www.stoswaldbollington.org.uk / Facebook

Editorial: Christine Osbaldiston, Ann Stringer, Anne Coomes
Please send any material to: anne@parishpump.co.uk

Advertising: Richard Raymond: richard.raymond109@gmail.com
Publishing & Printing: Published by the PCC, printed by | AM Print.
Distribution: Sue Whitehurst and Christine Osbaldiston

Get the magazine: please ring Ann Stringer on 01625 574325.
Deadline: Material for the May issue to reach Anne by 20" April.
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Palm Sunday 2" April

Maundy Thursday 6”®April

Good Friday 7**April

Easter Saturday 8" April

Easter Sunday 9**April

Sunday 16th April

Sunday 23rd April

Sunday 30th April

Every Tuesday during term time, 9.30-11.30am,

Every Thursday at 10.30am, Holy Communion

9.15am Holy Communion
10.30am

10.30am Morning Prayer
7.30pm Holy Communion
8.30pm
10.30am

with The
Capriccio Scratch Choir singing Stainers’
Crucifixion

10.00am Decorating the church for Easter

7.00am
10.30am

10.30am All Age Communion

10.30 am Parish Communion followed by the

10.30am Parish Communion




