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THE ANNUAL REPORT FOR THE PARISH OF BOLLINGTON IN THE DIOCESE OF 
CHESTER 2023/24 
 
This report is prepared in order to fulfill the requirements of the Charities Act 1993 and 
associated Regulations. 
 
Vicar: Rev. Nancy Goodrich 
 St Oswald’s Church,  
 Bollington Road 
 Bollington, Macclesfield SK10 5EG 
 
Churchwardens: Christine Osbaldiston  
 Jackie Pengelly 
 
Inspecting Architect: Mark Pearce 
 Kepczyk Pearce Sanderson 
 75 Wilmslow Road 
 Handforth 
 Cheshire SK9 3EN 
  
Bankers: NatWest Macclesfield Branch 
 PO Box 65 
 2 Chestergate,  Macclesfield SK11 6BS 
 
Insurance Company: Ecclesiastical Insurance Company St. Oswald’s Policy No.
 04/XPG/9078684 
 
Independent examiner:  Mr. Barry Matthews 
 
 
Membership (PCC) 
 

Ex Officio Current Members Elected Term Ends 

Rev Nancy Goodrich Vicar    

Anne Coomes Reader Simon Thomas 2021 2024 

Christine Osbaldiston Churchwarden Christopher Ward      2022 2025 
Jackie Pengelly Churchwarden Linda Iverson      2023 2026 
Anthea Wilkinson Deanery Synod 2023 Elaine Houghton      2022 2025 
Anne Coomes Deanery Synod 2023 

 
Angela Williams 2022 2025 

  Richard Raymond 2023 2026 
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THE ANNUAL MEETING OF PARISHIONERS 14th April 2024 
For the Election of Two Churchwardens 
 
1. Apologies 
2. The Minutes of the Meeting held on Sunday 23rd April 2023 
3. The Election of Churchwardens for 2024/25 
 

THE ANNUAL PAROCHIAL CHURCH MEETING, 14th April 2024 
 
1. Apologies 
2. The Minutes of the last APCM held on Sunday 23rd April 2023 
3. The Electoral Roll 
4. Safeguarding 
5. Church Fabric & Furnishings Reports 
6. Report on the Financial Affairs of the Parish and the Presentation of Accounts for the 

year ended 31st December 2023 
7. General Parochial Reports to be received. 
8. The Vicar’s Report to the Parish 
9. Election of Tellers and of Lay Representatives to the PCC. 
10. The Appointment of an Auditor to the Parochial Church Council 
10.      Questions / Matters of Parochial Interest 
 
The Elections of Parochial Church Council Secretary and Treasurer, the Electoral Roll Officer 
and sidespersons will take place after this meeting 
 
 
THE ARCHDEACON’S VISITATION 

It is a legal requirement for ALL Churchwardens, whether newly elected or continuing, to be 
sworn into office each year, and this happens at an Archdeacons Visitation Service. 

All Visitation Services will begin at 7.30pm. Macclesfield Archdeaconry dates below. 

 

Date Deanery Venue 

Monday 3rd June  Cheadle/Macclesfield All Saints, Cheadle Hulme 

Wednesday 12th June Chadkirk/Stockport/Mottram St Chad’s, Romiley 

Wednesday 19th June Congleton/Nantwich St Mary’s, Sandbach 

Tuesday 25th June Knutsford/Bowden St John’s, Knutsford 
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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners held on 23 April 2023 in St. 
Oswald’s Church Bollington 

Present: Present: Rev Nancy Goodrich, Jackie Pengelly, Christine Osbaldiston, Luise 
Herman, Maggie O’Donnell, Michael Burdekin, Jennifer Burdekin, Joe Lee, Anne Commes, 
Anthea Wilkinson, Richard Raymond, Angela Williams, Elaine Ward, Chris Ward, Eileen 
Hooley, Alison Hooley, Irene Mills, Ray Mills, Lesley Fearnley, Martin Crundall, Elaine 
Houghton, Joan Kendrick, Derek Gascoigne, Jean Reader, Brian Reader, Nigel Goodrich, 
Terry Smith, Lynda Iverson, Ann Mather, Sue Matthews, Ann Stringer.  

Apologies: Simon Thomas, Sue Whitehurst, Barbara Jackson 

Minutes from last meeting 

Minutes from the previous meeting had previously been circulated to the congregation for 
consideration. It was unanimously agreed that they were an accurate record and they were 
duly approved and signed. 

Election of Church Wardens 

Two nominations had been received prior to the meeting, namely: 

Member Proposer Seconder 

Jackie Pengelly Chris Ward Jean Reader 

Christine Osbaldiston Chris Ward Jenny Riley 

A resolution to override the six year rule was passed last year allowing Christine to stand 
again for another year. 

In the absence of any other nominations the above were approved to serve during the coming 
year. 

The Vicar thanked the churchwardens for their work during the past year. 

 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) held on 23rd April 2023. 

Held on completion of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners.  

Present: Rev Nancy Goodrich, Jackie Pengelly, Christine Osbaldiston, Luise Herman, 
Maggie O’Donnell, Michael Burdekin, Jennifer Burdekin, Joe Lee, Anne Commes, Anthea 
Wilkinson, Richard Raymond, Angela Williams, Elaine Ward, Chris Ward, Eileen Hooley, 
Alison Hooley, Irene Mills, Ray Mills, Lesley Fearnley, Martin Crundall, Elaine Houghton, Joan 
Kendrick, Derek Gascoigne, Jean Reader, Brian Reader, Nigel Goodrich, Terry Smith, Lynda 
Iverson, Ann Mather, Sue Matthews, Ann Stringer.  

Apologies: Simon Thomas, Sue Whitehurst, Barbara Jackson 

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved and signed as an accurate record. 
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Electoral Roll 

Jackie reported that as of today, there are 109 recorded on the Roll, 21 of whom are non-
residents of the Parish.  

Safeguarding: 

 Christine Osbaldiston was appointed at Safeguarding Officer for St Oswald’s. Any concerns 
should be addressed to the churchwardens. 

Church fabric and furnishings report 

Thanks were expressed for work of the flower and tea ladies and the gardening team. 

Financial affairs of Parish 

Referring to the Finance Report, Richard explained that the Parish Share would represent 
80%of our expenditure and that he is in regular contact with the Diocese on what we are able 
to pay each month. We are currently paying £1,000 per month of the required £6,000 per 
month. 

Richard thanked Ann Stringer for counting the cash and proposed a vote of thanks to Barry 
Matthews for auditing the accounts. The Accounts were accepted. 

The Vicar thanked Richard for managing the accounts at a challenging time.   

The following items are reported in the Annual Report made available to members 
ahead of the meeting. 

General Parochial Reports:  

St John’s Churchyard  

Children’s Ministry 

CHUB report 

Church Website 

Church Magazine 

Church Notice Board 

Vicars’ Report:  

The vicar was concerned that Bollington was not supporting the church enough and we need 
to be aware of this. She is planning to hold church in the pub meetings. 

A curate will be joining us in the summer for training. 

The vicar thanked the PCC members and all those who were “doing things for the church”. 
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Election of lay representatives to the PCC  

The following people were willing to serve and were duly elected by this meeting: 

Member Proposer Seconder 

Lynda Iverson Jackie Pengelly Joan Kendrick 

   

 

Election of Deanery Synod members 

The following were elected to be our representatives on the Macclesfield Deanery Synod 

Member Proposer Seconder 

Anne Coomes Christine Osbaldiston Derek Gascoigne 

Anthea Wilkinson  Christine Osbaldiston Jackie Pengelly 

 

Appointment of auditor 

Richard proposed that Barry Matthews should continue to provide such excellent service 
auditing the accounts. This was approved by the meeting.  

Question/ Matters of Parochial Interest 

A discussion was held regarding the taking of communion. By a show of hands, it was voted 
that we return to using the altar rail and some were in favour of sharing the chalice. The vicar 
said she would be guided by what people want but emphasised that individual cups were not 
permitted by the Church of England. It was decided not to return to passing the collection 
plate round. 

 

A short PCC meeting was held immediately after the APCM to appoint Treasurer and 
Secretary for the coming year. 

The appointments were made as follows: 

Treasurer: Richard Raymond 

Secretary: There were no nominations, so the position was left unfilled. 

Meeting closed at 12.25. 
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ELECTORAL ROLL 

The Electoral roll is the basis for church representation and representatives and permits 
church members to attend the APCM, stand for the PCC and act as a sidesperson. The 
numbers are also used as a basis for the permitted numbers of lay members on the PCC and 
the number of Deanery Synod  
The new revised roll will be reported at the APCM. 
 
 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
We as a parish are committed to the Safeguarding of children, young people and adults. We 
follow the House of Bishops guidance and policies. Our Safeguarding Officer is Christine 
Osbaldiston.  
 
Chester Diocese is in the process of updating their Parish Safeguarding records with a view 
to setting up a Parish Safeguarding dashboard and Deanery PSO networks, they have asked 
all parishes to set up a designated e mail address for the Parish Safeguarding officer. 
 
There have been no safeguarding issues during 2023 of which we are aware.  
 
 
 
CHURCH FABRIC AND FURNISHINGS REPORT 
Jackie Pengelly – Churchwarden 
 
The Boiler has been serviced with no major repairs.  

The Fire Extinguisher’s continue to be serviced on a yearly basis and to date all is in order. 

Repairs to the entrance door have been attended to by Pott Shrigley Joinery, it was suggested 
by them to get the door treated with Sikkens paint. It was also suggested to purchase a 
canopy to go over the door to help prevent rainfall hitting the door.  

The Parish Registers and other church information have been taken to Chester for archiving. 

A letter regarding the Aumbry was received from the Chancellor of the Diocese Judge David 
Taylor KC informing us that the provisional faculty was due to expire in December 2023.  A 
letter was sent to the Chancellor informing him that after discussion with the PCC the decision 
was to remove the Aumbry and after further discussion it was agreed to return it to the person 
who donated it. 

Thanks must go to a group of volunteers who clean the church on a monthly basis. 

A group of people did a sponsored walk up to the top of Snowden to see the sunrise to raise 
money for a AV system for church. Although the weather was very misty, with lots of rain, the 
group enjoyed it, but were disappointed not to see the sun rising.  The amount raised was 
£2,659.00 which will go towards the AV system when purchased. 

Thanks goes to Bollington Hearing Centre for organising this and Trek to the Wrecks for 
getting everyone up and down safely.  
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FINANCE REPORT  

From Richard Raymond, Hon Treasurer 

The 2023 accounts show a healthy operating surplus of around £12,000 but this is explained 
by the fact that we only paid 32% of our Parish Share to the Diocese. In an agreed move, we 
are paying substantially less than the £74,447 that is our full contribution.  We should not be 
complacent that whilst this situation exists, we are being subsidised for the resources that the 
Diocese provides (including the services of a full-time Vicar) by other parishes. 

On the income side our congregational giving continues to decrease year on year.  The 
figures will look a little more encouraging when the Gift Aid reclaims are brought up to date. 

Our general payments were broadly in line with the previous year, and we have managed to 
hold our electricity cost at a reasonable level although our gas bills rose by 35%. We made 
some savings on the magazine costs by changing our printers. 

I should like to thank Ann Stringer, the Wardens and the Vicar for their support throughout 
this year, and for the practical help that they give to the financial side of the church’s running.   

I also record my thanks to Barry Matthews for acting as the Independent Examiner of the 
accounts.  I propose that the APCM appoints him for a further effort with the 2024 figures. 

 

GENERAL PAROCHIAL REPORTS  
 

ST JOHNS CHURCHYARD 

Jackie Pengelly 

Individually the Churchwarden’s go to the churchyard and columbarium on a regular basis. 

The Payback Team are still doing a great job maintaining the churchyard on a regular basis. 

Thanks must go to our Vicar and Nigel for tidying up the columbarium and removing numerous 
bags of dead flowers etc. It is now looking much better. 

After meeting with the owner of the church he arranged for the pathway around the church to 
be attended to by clearing moss etc. 

More signage is required informing visitors to please take any rubbish home with them. 
Unfortunately, the Payback are not allowed to take rubbish away. 

After the bad storms three of the trees were in a dangerous condition.  The churchwardens 
met with Ben Moorhouse, the Tree Surgeon, to view the damaged trees. It was recommended 
by Ben that these three trees required immediate attention.  The work has since been done 
but there are still more trees needing attention in the future which ourselves and Ben are 
aware of. 

On the whole the columbarium and churchyard are looking well cared for. 
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CHILDRENS MINISTRY 

Christine Osbaldiston 

All Age Worship 

The All Age Worship service is held at 10.30am on the first Sunday of every month. This short 
informal service, with interactive prayer stations appeals to all ages, especially the children, 
when the prayer stations include chocolate. The highlight of the year at this particular service 
was the visit of the donkey on Palm Sunday. We have some new families who now attend on 
a regular basis. Please encourage people to come along and give this service a try. 

Messy Church 

During 2023 we held five Messy Church sessions. These were spread throughout the year, 
January, April, July, September and October. Attendance at each session varies, Good Friday 
and Halloween being particularly popular.  

Thank you to everyone who has helped with organising the activities, providing food and most 
of all tidying up afterwards.  

Little Owls 

It was decided during the year to change the name of our baby and toddler group from Praise 
and Play to Little Owls, the thought being that it did not sound quite as formal. We still meet 
every Tuesday during term time from 9.30am to 11.00am. Several children left to start school 
in September, however we have had a steady influx of new families with babies, the youngest 
being 3 week old twins.  

Thank you to Jennjfer Rowley, who looks after the kitchen for us, and to Lesley Fearnley who 
oversees the craft table.  

 

Choir Report 

Anthea Wilkinson 

The choir continues to lead worship at St. Oswald’s services when required, having welcomed 
Marjorie Hill to the ranks we number ten when all are in attendance.  Thank you to each 
member who continue support the choir at services.  Thanks also go to our three organists, 
Martin, Jennifer and Jennie who all continue to enrich our worship with their playing. 

Having abandoned Thursday evening practices a couple of years ago we continue to practice 
before the service on a Sunday, anyone wishing to brush up on unfamiliar hymns can listen 
to this from 10.00 am. 

In the past we have welcomed ‘one off’ choir members at special services such as Easter and 
Christmas and this still remains an option for anyone who can’t commit to regular services so, 
please get in touch if you would like to join on such an occasion. 
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CHUB REPORT 

Derek Gascoigne 

The year ended with the Friendship Lunch at the Drum and Monkey in Alderley. This was 
preceded by three church and pub outings to Biddulph, Romily and Hathersage. All were very 
well attended, and some really good food enjoyed. 
 
We had a surplus in funds of £120 in the kitty, so it was decided to donate £20 to the Christie 
hospital, £20 to the East Cheshire Hospice and £50 to St Oswald`s organ funds. 
 
Membership remains steady at 32 members, and we are looking forward to the 2024 season 
with visits to St. Mary`s Nether Alderley, St Mary`s Church Astbury and the church of King 
Charles and Martyr in Peak Forest. The Friendship Lunch we hope to have at the Drum and 
Monkey, as last year everyone was well pleased. 
 

CHURCH MAGAZINE 

Anne Coomes 
The magazine has continued to do well this past year.  It is distributed to 124 homes across 
Bollington, which gives us a valuable on-going ‘presence’ in our community.    

Our beautiful front covers are still created for us each month by our very own in-house 
illustrator, Ann Stringer.  Thank you, Ann!   

Our editorial team now consists of Nancy Goodrich, Brian Reader, Christine Osbaldiston, 
Jackie Pengelly, Ann Stringer and Anne Coomes, with occasional contributions from other 
members of the church, such as Chris Ward, Richard Jones and Derrick Gascoigne.  More 
writers are always welcome! We look forward to receiving contributions from our curate, Jenny 
Eades. 

We want to give special thanks this Spring to Brian Reader, who last year stepped into the 
big shoes of Roy Arnold and took up the job of explaining the spiritual meaning to Ann’s 
beautiful graphics each month. Brian’s spiritual insights have been deeply appreciated over 
this past year. 

Our move to IAM Print, in the Adelphi Mill, last year has been a great success, and we have 
established an excellent relationship with the staff there, Pam and Mick.  They are always 
helpful and make Christine’s life easier by printing the magazine in double-quick time each 
month, so that she can begin the job of distribution! 

We also want to thank all the distributors of our magazine, who generously give their time and 
efforts each month.  

Finally, advertising. This is overseen by Richard Raymond and brings in good income. We 
are still considering the ratio between editorial and advertising - what will be the most 
sustainable proportion for each in the magazine. We hope to make more progress on this 
during 2024. 
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CHURCH WEBSITE 

Anne Coomes 

If you have not seen the website for a while, it is worth a visit.  

Just go to: https://stoswaldbollington.org.uk 

The website is run by a small team: Nancy Goodrich, Christine Osbaldiston, Jackie Pengelly 
and Anne Coomes. It is managed in two sections. Nancy and Anne oversee the ‘pages’ on 
the site, and Jackie and Christine manage the calendar events and children’s pages.  

The IT side of things continues to be run by Tim Sparks, an IT consultant who worships at 
Holy Trinity, Hurdsfield. 

Our latest stats on the site are a total of 2,400 hits, and 167 unique visitors. 

We need to develop the Latest News section urgently, but the problem is getting photographs 
that we can use – due to safe-guarding issues, we need photographs that don’t have any 
children in them.   

 

CHURCH NOTICEBOARD 

Anne Coomes   

At present it is still in some need of loving improvements. The vicar’s name has been added 
on in a temporary manner, and the glass over the posters is very foggy.  This does not help 
our ‘public’ engagement with the community! 

Obviously, we need a new board put into place. The slow progress is because of the steep 
costs involved.  We hope to make some progress on it this year. 

In the meantime, some posters have been purchased from CPO which highlight the church 
year, and it is hoped that at least these will be of some interest to passers-by. 

 

VICARS REPORT 

We began 2023 with a sense of self-awareness of being a small but deeply faithful church, 
part of the few in number called by God and sent by God to serve within this community. We 
realised that whilst the community of Bollington has a lot of active people and community 
involvement, Bollington’s church is fragile and support from within the community is mixed.  

We are very aware that other churches within Chester diocese have to financially support 
having a church here in Bollington, and other churches around with gathered congregations 
take people out from Bollington, but as Bollington’s Parish Church, we are called to build up 
God’s church here within this community and we see it as our core mission.   

We have become a small church with big faith, filled with hope and joy, with hard-working and 
committed members, faithful to Christ, seeking to love our neighbours within our community.  
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In 2023 Jenny Eades was ordained deacon and joined us as curate, bringing experience, skill 
and wisdom. It has been a joy and delight to share leading worship and to reflect on our 
ministry. We have mutually learnt a lot this year and it has felt that God is very active at work, 
using us, answering prayers and building church. In particular, Jenny brings a depth of 
experience and skill in schools ministry that has coincided with a renewed openness in the 
schools and mutual trust into which God is pouring out blessings.  

2023 saw the beginning of a bigger openness to the community with a desire to welcome 
people into the building and go out there into the community. With very little money and only 
a small group of people to share the load, we became more aware in 2023 of our limited 
resources for building a vision of being a very active church within the community.  One 
example is the lack of Audio-Visual equipment (which was brought from elsewhere on a 
number of occasions when needed throughout the year) and the technical expertise to 
organise it.    

However, it is very exciting, in 2023 it began to feel like we are pushing at open doors, God 
is at work here in Bollington pouring out a new confidence, a new sense of purpose and a 
new joy. The challenge is for us to join in with God, to follow in faithful prayer and in action, 
opening up to what God is doing, to who God is bringing, and how God is building the kingdom 
of heaven on earth, here, through us.  

 

Some of the highlights of 2023: 

2023 saw a flourishing of ecumenical relationships. We held joint Bible study times with St 
Gregory’s Roman Catholic Church led by Fr Michael Winstanley, visiting each other’s 
churches. We had study together in Lent, Easter season and Ascension. We have built a 
renewed sense of a shared mission to Bollington.  

2023 saw the beginning of Church in the Pub in Bollington – meeting with local people, some 
from other churches, discussing Everyday Faith questions and praying together with the 
community and for the community. 

Easter was special in 2023. Palm Sunday saw a huge attendance at the All-Age Worship 
Service which included a donkey for the first time. We had a very moving Good Friday service 
incorporating a wonderful visiting choir singing Stainer’s Crucifixion, a well-attended Easter 
Messy Church for children, a good group of people celebrating the early service on White 
Nancy, and a good attendance for Easter Day Holy Communion.   

All Age worship has built up a regular congregation and is growing. Particular highlights were 
the Coronation Day service followed by lunch and the hugely enjoyable Pet Service with the 
dogs who memorably barked when banns of marriage were read.  

In September 2023, we welcomed the staff from Bollington Cross to a training day to enable 
and equip them in leading worship with children.  

There was a mountain to climb in 2023, which saw a lovely group of people climb Snowden 
to raise money for Audio Visual equipment for church. A tremendous achievement and our 
prayers went up the mountain with them as they climbed.  
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In 2023 we hosted two Civic Services with parades, having postponed the 2022 Civic Service 
following the death of the late Queen. It was good to welcome so many members of the 
community into the building.  

Pastoral ministry continues with funerals, weddings, baptisms and burials of ashes. Funerals 
in church have been very well received. 2023 saw a number of thanksgiving for life services 
in church alongside direct cremations.   We held an All Soul’s service to remember loved ones 
and we held a service in St John’s graveyard. 

We have lots of new families and babies as part of our church community. Little Owls Toddler 
group is thriving with young families. Messy Church is now a fixture with a good group of 
helpers and its own regular families. We welcomed the Beavers into church as they worked 
on their Faith badge. 

In December 2023 we held a series of very big Christingle and Advent services with the 
school. We hosted an ecumenical Advent talk. We held an enjoyable informal sing along carol 
service. Christmas Eve was a Sunday and we held the Crib service in the morning which was 
very well attended.  

 



GENERAL RECElPTS

Planned giving
Friends

Service collections
Other donations
Gift Aid
Magazine income
Fundraising

Other income
Fees

St Oswald's Bollington

Receipts and Payments Accounts
1.1.2023 -31.12.2023

GENERAL PAYMENTS
s

25,411.O0

5,162.00
7,879.69
9,364.76

o.oo
633.00
676.O7

970.00
6,905.00

Unrestricted

Churchyard

Kitchen

Organ

Pastoral relief

NatWest Bank PLC

Other

Diocesan contribution
lt/inistry costs
Church repairs

Church running costs
Chu rch admini nstration
Church activities
Magazine costs
Mission giving

E

24,000.00
5,141.23
3,671.29
7,951.23
1,842.63

655.28
1,618.74

80.00

Churchyard

Kitchen

Organ

Pastoral relief

Sub-tota|GENERALRECEIPTS(A) t57,001.52

FUND RECEIPTS
t

2,055.00

0.00

175.00

0.00

Opening balance- 1 January

Total receipts

Total payments

Sub-total GENERAL PAYMENTS (C)

Receipts less Payments (A-C)

FUND PAYMENTS

Churchyard

Kitchen

Organ

Pastoral relief

844,960.40

t12,O41.12

s
2,357.00

147.29

140.00

0.00

Sub-total FUND RECEIPTS (B) e2,230.00

TOTAL RECEIPTS (A+B) t59,231.52

BANK
e

24,582.73

59,231.52

47,604.69

Closing balance- 31 December t36,209.56

Richard Raymond - Hon Treasurer

Dated23.2.2024

Sub-total FUND PAYMENTS (D) t2,644.29

TOTAL PAYMENTS (C+D) 847,604.69

FUNDS
E

26,581.76

3,536.09

0.00

951.71

5 140.00

Total in Funds t36,209.56

ASSETS
e

36,209.56

0.00

Total Assets

a

Barry Matthews - Hon Auditor

Dated 3r'X,2alf

u
A{*, A

A' II(/dil\.'

t36,209.56



Opening balance
on

1.1.2023

St Oswald's, Bollington

Balance of Funds

Received during
period

Spent during
period

Total
at

31.12.2023

Unrestricted

Churchyard

Kitchen

Organ

Pastoralrelief

t14,540.64 f57,001.52 ?.44,960.40 . t26,5gl .76

t3,838.09 t2,055.00 ?2,357.00 t3,536.09

1147.29 t0.00 1147.29 t0.00

t916.71 t175.00 t140.00 8951.71

t5,140.00 t0.00 t0.00 t5,140.00

Totals

Richard Raymond - Hon Treasurer

t24,582.73 059,231.52 t47,604.69 836,209.56

ttDate: 
bl.?,.?4

Barry Matthews - Hon Auditor
Date: 3 .3 .26
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